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Council on Virginia’s Future: A Public-Private 
Vehicle for Virginia’s Long-Term Governance
Origin

o An advisory board to the Governor and the General Assembly, officially codified in the 
Virginia Code.

o A forum where legislative, executive branch, and community leaders come together 
for work that transcends election cycles, partisanship, limited organizational 
boundaries, and short-term thinking.

Purpose
o Provide long-term focus on high priority issues.
o Create an environment for improved policy and budget decision-making.
o Increase government accountability, operations, and performance.
o Inform citizens about performance and engage them in dialogue about Virginia’s 

future.

Membership
o The Council has 18 members:

• The Governor who serves as chair
• Senior legislative leaders:

– Senate: Colgan, Saslaw, Norment
– House: Howell, Putney, Griffith, Armstrong

• Seven business and community leaders 
• Two members of the Governor’s Cabinet 
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Roadmap for Virginia’s Future
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Virginia Performs Architecture
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Virginia Performs Home Page  (www.VaPerforms.Virginia.Gov) 

http://www.VaPerforms.Virginia.Gov/
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Scorecard at a Glance
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Are We Making Progress?
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How Does Virginia Compare to Other States?
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Are Agency Measures Aligned with 
High-priority Goals?
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Examples of Budget Decision Alignment to 
Agency Key Measures

a



Special Emphasis: Educational Attainment 
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Educational Attainment Initiative

Background

The Council has long emphasized the critical link between educational outcomes and long-
term economic competitiveness.  

 Educational attainment is a proven path to better economic status.  

 Virginia’s high school graduation rate is above the national average but has remained 
relatively constant over the last 10 years.

 Virginia ranks 19th nationally for high school graduation rate and 11th for bachelor’s 
degrees earned within 6 years. 

 Virginia high school graduation rates remain below 70 percent in some regions and 
below 60 percent in some localities.

 Virginia’s rank among the top 10 states in the percentage of adults with advanced 
degrees is due in part to its success in attracting well-educated residents (including 
immigrants) to the state.   
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Effects of Educational Attainment on Earning Power
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Higher Education Attainment, U.S. and 
Selected Countries, 2005
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High School Attainment in Virginia (25 or older)
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Education Attrition in Virginia
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High School Attainment in Virginia
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Higher Education Attainment in Virginia



Selected Regional Data
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How Are Our Regions Doing?

Worseninga  Maintaining[ Improving ] Trend Key:
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Personal Income Adjusted for Inflation
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Inflation-Adjusted Average Wages and Salaries
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Poverty Rates by Region
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Employment Growth by Region
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Unemployment by Region



28

Business Startups by Region
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High School Graduation Rates by Region
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High School Dropout Rates by Region



31

High School Seniors Planning to Pursue an 
Associate’s Degree
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High School Seniors Planning to Pursue a 
Bachelor’s Degree



33

Teen Pregnancy Rate by Region
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Infant Mortality Rate by Region
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Adults Overweight or Obese by Region, 2004
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Percent Uninsured by Region, 2000
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Suicide Rates by Region
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Land Use - Housing Density by Region
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Sites of Interest

Virginia Performs:
www.VaPerforms.virginia.gov

Council on Virginia’s Future:
www.future.virginia.gov

Jane Kusiak, Executive Director
covf@virginia.edu

1001 E. Broad St., Suite 430
Richmond, VA 23219

http://www.vaperforms.virginia.gov/
http://www.future.virginia.gov/
mailto:covf@virginia.edu

